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LNG Masterplan for Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube: 

a 3-year EU-subsidised project successfully ended 

 ‘The European Union is very proud to have facilitated this project between 2013 and 2015. The 

project cost a total of 34 million euros, 17 million of which were provided by the European Union 

from the TEN-T Programme. We can say “Well done” to all parties involved. It looks like we are 

going to benefit tremendously from this project for the implementation of LNG in the inland water 

transport sector. We are actually getting things done now.’ honoured Dimitrios Theologitis, head 

of the European DG MOVE Unit Ports and Inland Waterways, the substantial results of the LNG 

Masterplan for Rhine/Meuse-Danube at the final event of the LNG Masterplan project in 

Rotterdam. 

Between 14 and 16 December 2015, almost three hundred of LNG stakeholders gathered in 

Rotterdam to discuss the latest developments in safety, emergency response, design of ships, 

bunkering, fuelling as well as technical- and market developments. The guests explored the port, 

visiting the GATE terminal, the Falck Rick training facility for emergency response on LNG. The STC-

Group opened its doors to show the brand new e-learning and training facility for the employees of 

shipping and trucking industry, who work with LNG.  

And at the venue of the event, two LNG vessels could be visited: the LNG retrofitted container vessel 

Eiger-Nordwand of Danser Group moored next to the 100% LNG-fuelled type C tanker EcoLiner of 

Damen. On the quay, Scania and Iveco displayed their latest trucks. And TNO showed the LNG-tank 

that recently has been used in a 2 hour fire-test - and withstood the test. In the Seinehaven, the first 

European LNG-fuelled vessel Argonon of Deen Shipping was displayed.  

The LNG Masterplan Final Event concluded with an overview of all results of the 3-year project. And 

the story continues: new LNG Projects were announced, like the new ReaLNG project by Shell, Port of 

Lübeck, STC-Group and Port of Rotterdam.   

The Port of Rotterdam was host to the LNG Masterplan Final Event. It has made a significant 

investment in LNG over the last few years to become LNG-ready and a true European LNG hub, thus 

an example to other European ports. 

                                                                           

For more information regarding the LNG Masterplan for Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube project:   
Ms. Lucia Karpatyova, Senior Project Manager 
Pro Danube Management GmbH, Vienna 
E: karpatyova@prodanube.eu 
M: + 43 (0)680 22 60 575 
 
For more information regarding the Port of Rotterdam:  
Mr. Tie Schellekens, press officer Port of Rotterdam Authority 
E: j.schellekens@portofrotterdam.com 
M: + 31 (0)6 5332 5334 
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Detailed info on the Final Event  +  quotes from key note speakers 

 

About the LNG Masterplan – and its results 

The LNG Masterplan project was launched in 2013 to facilitate deployment of LNG as eco-friendly 

alternative fuel and a new commodity for inland navigation sector. 33 EU-funded partners from 12 

EU Member States and one associated partner from Switzerland collaborated on various sub-projects 

with a view to realise the first LNG artery in Europe and developing a roadmap for the future. Their 

intensive work over the last 36 months resulted in more than sixty main deliverables. 

 The LNG Masterplan triggered activities in ports along the waterway axis. The first LNG terminal on 

the Danube was built by Bulmarket DM Ltd. in Ruse, in Bulgaria, as part of the LNG Masterplan 

project activities. Port of Antwerp drafted a technical concept leading to building and environmental 

permits and a tender assigning a concessionaire for the construction and operation of a dedicated 

LNG bunker station. The new bunker station for vessel is expected to be operational in January 2019. 

Steps towards provision of alternative fuel infrastructure were done in Galati and Constanta in 

Romania or Komarno in Slovakia. The LNG infrastructure is feasible in Mannheim and Switzerland, 

where both authorities are looking into potential investors. 

Furthermore, thanks to the results of the safety studies carried out in LNG Masterplan project the 

ports started revising the LNG handling procedures heading to achieve high safety levels.  

 

Quotes from the Grand Diner & presentations of Key Note Speakers 

Mr Theologitis’ words of praise notwithstanding, not all European countries have been equally 

successful at introducing LNG, nor have they been successful across all sectors. LNG is becoming 

increasingly popular being used to fuel vessels and trucks. However, the shipping industry is lagging 

behind. 

 The Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine, CCNR, confirmed that the inland 

shipping industry still has to overcome many barriers for the wide-scale adoption of LNG. 

Shell does not doubt that LNG has a great future as transport fuel ahead of it. 

Opinions during panel discussion 

Following the speakers’ presentations during the Grand Diner, it was time for a panel discussion, 

where a plea was made for more incentives to encourage the shipping industry to make the 

transition from fuel oil to LNG. In addition, a plea was made for giving ship-building yards more 

support to work on standardising LNG carriers and vessels. Last but not least, it was recommended 

that port regulations are being revised quickly to allow more ports to bunker LNG vessels. 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwiDq9rDpuDJAhXHLg8KHfRDBF0QFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccr-zkr.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNEJcwnQ2wdgQkJuJRm-C_MfA8g5uQ&bvm=bv.110151844,d.ZWU


 Jaegers also pointed to the threat of newly planned ceilings of emission limits for 

gas engines which cannot be met without after treatment.
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